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Marys Farm

A LIrTLE PIECE OF PARADISE
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anovE: TTorme sculptire by

Tesan Charles Timlaufis silhouet-
ted] against soft yellow fabric by
TTeniy Calbvin covering chairs.
(offee table designed by Shaffer.
ieiH1: In the liviog room, an inler-
csting pastiche of pallems includes
Manued Canovas Fibrics covering
sofus ancd skirted table; Gains-
brough chair covered in Clarence
Tlemise plaid and Brunschwig &
Fils red stria; wing chair and
deapery fabric by Brunschwizg &
Fills, snch i guoneiric rag rug by
Jeyer Olacdki, Tamscapes by Wall
Kahin (om mantel) and MeGuire
rable complete the tableau
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A_ﬂn:r a [ust-paced lile in the metropolis of
Houston, 4 hail of rain drops on a tin roof
was 4 welcome sound for fomner penthouse
dweller Mary Reese. Al what is commonly
known as “Mary’s Tarm® and formally
known as Kenmar Faomn, the distant sound
of harses neighing has replaced the relent-
less sound of taffic, and the sun setson a
vista of cool green prass rather than a sea of
steely skyscrapers.

In Brenliam, T'exas, haifway beiween
Houston and Austin, Mary Reese bus her
own little piece of paradise—something
dreamed up over lunch with [riend and de-
signer P Joe Shaller. The designer joined
forces with Jane Moore several years ago
and recently formed the [Houston firm
Moore & Shaffer with her. He hacl been clo
ing design wouk for Mary and her hushand,
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agove: In the 30 foot long
dining room, Kitlinger chalrs

wiore rocovered in danuel Canovas
fabric. Mahogany lable designed
by Shafler extends o 12 [eel,
Checked Moorcovering is nuede

ol cork, Kitchen cabineby was
designed by Logic Tobola.
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Kenneth, forovera decade.

Ona lark, Mary and her destgner took off
for Brenham to lock ata famn. The Reeses
ended up purchasing o 108-acre tract with
oo falees and a small mid-1800s famhouse,
They promptly restored and decorated it as
A temparary cottage (fo later serve as guest
quartersiuntil they could build a sizable re-
tirement heme that would also accomme-
dlate visits from their three married children
and grandchildren.

Tragedy followed, Ken Heese passed
away before retiring, |ater, the cotiage was
almost demolished inoa gas blast s remaing
were mmoved to another location, and on the
site ol ils ashes o now 6,000 sguare-loot
home was erected, bearing the nume Ken-
mar for Ken and Mary. The home sketched
aut by Shaller and Mary thoughtlully con-
sidered the homeowners' existing lurnish-
ings and the needs of an extended family.
Logic Tobola 11 of Chelsea Archirects, an El
Campo native, was chosen to build it be-
cause, savs the homeowner, "he had been
raiset ona t'exas farm and he lonew what
was needed fora farmhouss.”
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In the master bedroom,

Cothic furnishings recall the
Wictordan Mavar o the howse
emce stond on the sane site,
WVictorian anfa coverecl in vivic
blue fabric from Oshorne & Title
is complemented by floml fabric
on armchair from Brunschwig &
Fils. Victorian mirror reflects
Brunschwig & Fils wallpaper,
Pinvenis by Chiclses Testles,
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"It was a collaborative ellor among the
three of us,” recalls the architeet. *T scaled
down the original dralt, bul it had all the
right relationships. We used a lot ol the
characteristics of the house that was de-
stroyed, and we stretched the new house
around the trees siting it for views."

The home and barn were constructed by
Arlen Thielemann, and their completion in
1994 was greeted with much fanfare. The
home was designed for comfort and has a
30 x 40-foot living room with chairs that ac-
commaodate both an aduleand a child, “Our
Llouston aparment was very formal,” recalls
Reese. "Iere Joo designed everything with
what we already had. He made the sofas
larger, deeper and sofler”

In additon to calling [or new decor, the
Brenham residence called for inventive de-
sign solutions because of its large propor-
tions. Tnothe living room three seating ar-
mngements were creared for the homeown-
£r's many guesis. s conventional-sized
Oriental rug would have heen dwarfed in
the oversized room, so Shatter designed a







Apove Old wi
19th-contury Texas
l'_'!l'_'i_'ul:l}" [y g 2
rRIGIIT: A dilferent
Av ol the By

prier chose Darn red puinl
imevery wincdosw in the
house, inside and outside,

larger rug to go under it Tn all, five nigs and

by the designe
With all the fay, hors
Firmhouse requires a less formal loo
pecially in the dining
the twelve-foot-lon
covered to pick up the
e ent colorway, Nostranger L he
arl of entertaining, Reese likes 1o cook, so
her kitchen was constructed so she could
se¢ cveryone from the stove,
Light pours in through a plethora of barn
red-rimmed windowes, and the home's cres-
] ntage of lake and gar-
in the four guest bed-
rooms remin unadorned because, the de-

v a tin roof and a porch weaps
wracing all withinon Mary's Farn. [







